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Featured Student

Lynsie Clott earns  
CLASS’s Lindley Award

 
	 The Lindley Award 
is presented each year 
to the graduating senior 
in the College of Let-
ters, Arts and Social 
Sciences who is deemed 
the Outstanding Senior 
in scholarship and char-
acter.  This is the high-
est award a student in 
the college can receive.
	 Lynsie Clott is an 
activist. Her commit-
ment to social justice, 
concern for diversity, 
and interest in equity 
stem from her family 
experiences which were 

informed and enhanced by her education at the University of 
Idaho. Born in Spokane, Washington, Lynsie was only 13 when 
her mother died. She and her disabled father supported one an-
other through this loss and the ensuing financial and emotional 
challenges. As Lynsie notes, one “quickly learns how challenging 
life is when your family is underprivileged from undue financial 
struggles and minority status.” As an only child, Lynsie pro-
vided her father with care-taking while engaging in the Moscow 
community through sports and music. She taught swimming, 
volleyball and softball to children, and participated in the Uni-
versity Christmas Choir Concert and Jazz Festival as a junior high 
and high school student. After graduating from Moscow High 
School, she enrolled at the University of Idaho.
 	 At the Idaho, Lynsie followed her “love for understand-
ing and helping others” into the study of psychology, and she 
worked as a research assistant and peer adviser in the depart-
ment. Her excellent academic performance led her to join the 
Honors Program. In pursuit of learning, she also strove to un-
derstand the relationship between personal troubles and social 
issues through the discipline of sociology where she worked with 
various faculty on research and as an undergraduate teaching 
mentor. Lynsie graduated summa cum laude in May 2008 with a 
double major in psychology and sociology.
	 Lynsie’s many academic honors and awards evidence her 
commitment to scholarship. Because of outstanding academic 
performance and extensive extracurricular activities, she 
received the Hollanda, Florence, Summers Scholarship and the 
Parent Association Scholarship. She also is a member of Phi 
Eta Sigma, Golden Key, National Society of Collegiate Scholars 
and Psi Chi Psychology honor societies. One of her important 
academic experiences involved research on honors students’ 
attitudes toward education. Working with a team of peers 
to collect and analyze interview data, she co-authored and 
presented a paper at the 2006 Regional Honors Conference in 

Denver. Subsequently, she and Professor Debbie Storrs engaged 
in additional analysis and published their findings in the article, 
“Liberal Arts and Honors Education: The Rare Liberal Scholar,” in 
College Student Journal. 
	 In her personal educational mission, Lynsie strives to link 
academic knowledge to social change through activism. She has 
been an active member and leader in the Feminist Led Activist 
Movement to Empower, the Sociology Club, and the Social-
ist Club (now called the Social Forum). Lynsie is committed to 
such organizations because they empower individuals, facilitate 
learning, lead to justice and embody inclusiveness. Through her 
activism, she has helped others understand the value of femi-
nism, the power of grassroots action, and the intersections of 
global inequalities. In recognition of the support and opportuni-
ties the Moscow community has provided her, she has given 
back by volunteering in local campaigns and consistently voting 
in local elections and levies.  
	 Now that she is graduated, Lynsie plans to continue a life 
devoted to education, social justice and activism. She is collabo-
rating with Professor Leontina Hormel to conduct sociological 
archival research on U.S. foreign policy in Karabagh and pre-
sented the preliminary research findings at the 2008 American 
Sociological Association conference in Boston.  Lynsie now lives 
in South Korea to immerse herself in another country, learn 
more about global politics and justice, and teach English.  After 
her experience abroad, she plans to pursue graduate school in a 
degree program that combines public policy and sociology.  

Anthropology Lab News
	 In September, the Alfred W. Bowers Laboratory of Anthro-
pology unveiled a new exhibit celebrating the historical archae-
ology of the region. According to recent statistics, more than 
90 percent of Americans have a sincere interest in archaeology, 
and more than 60 percent of all Americans believe that federal 
money should be spent on historic preservation. In an era of 
dwindling archaeological financial resources, small gestures to 
reach out to a concerned public are worth the time and effort. 
Aside from preserving our nation’s heritage, there is the undeni-
able fun of watching the next generation of scientists fall in love 
with archaeology.
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