Core 102: The Monsters We Make
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1. The monoliths act on the man-apes in the beginning and then Bowman at the end.  What do they do to them?  How do they change them?  How are these effects parallel to one another?

2. What causes HAL to become unbalanced and attempt a mutiny?

3. We never see the alien intelligences that are behind the monoliths, but Clarke gives us hints about their nature.  Using these hints, provide a description of these aliens.

4. One of the important themes in the book is the difference between the human scale and the scale of the universe.  Provide two textual references that point to this difference. 

5. Another important theme is human reaction in the face of deep ignorance.  Provide two examples from Part Six of Bowman’s reactions to his own ignorance.
