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Joumalism takes alum
trotting around the globe
McMillin
isa
BY JOSH WRIGHT covered some of the most stir- nationally
ring and controversial events N recog-
s thousands of children of the past three decades: the ¥ nized
and families lined the beginnings of the Gulf War in B freelance
usty, debris-filled Baghdad, tumultuous presi- | camera-
streets of Mogadishu, the dential elections in Columbia man.
country was in utter chaos. and the shootings at (photo
Everyone wanted food, but no Columbine High School courtesy
one could get it. in Colorado. Je of Bill
Somalia was in the midst But he says the ' McMillin)
of one of the worst famines Somalian famine of the
the world had seen in years. early 1990s is one event Seattle and credits interested in still photogra-
Years of civil war had deci- he takes the most pride UI for giving him phy. But after he and a group
mated the once peaceful and M E%%Oténg' hol ¢ the necessary skills  of friends started making
prosperous country. Even the 1 at_ kw 0 te " event to be able to cover ghort films on the weekend, he
most daring journalists ques- 1°o&.Y SUCKS oul to me, , | such important  y,ow that TV and film work
: : says the 1976 Ul gradu- events. In particu- . :
tioned being there. Yet i % "ladio and televi-  BILL MCMILLIN ar. he sap the Suited him best.
through the viewfinder of a  ¢jon production. eri L had “I liked the group aspect of
camera, Bill McMillin wit- P i - h experience he had ., king.” h «Sll
nueh of the action McMillin =~ was in the st KUID-TV, a PBS campus- !lm making,’ he says. St
neﬁ?gd‘g;‘;c soo heart swrenchs Eastern African nation short- paged PBS channel, was espe- Photography is essentially a
ine” ho save. “A million peo- ly before the events portrayed (jally useful. one-man game. But teamwork
ing, y . p in the Wldely acclaimed movie “T don’t know where else in is really important in film
ple are starving. There is no  “Blackhawk Down” took h h 1d h ork. T saw a lot of possibili-
functioning government, just place. the country that I could have work. I saw p
warring factions fighting “The movie was pretty got thg experleng‘e I had at tiesinit.
against each other ... the cap- accurate,” he says. “It was a KUID,” he says. “Idaho gave He was able to shoot sever-
ital city [Mogadishu] is divid- horrible situation for every- me a really great start in the al documentaries as a stu-
ed into two.” one.” industry. I got great hands-on dent, working for UI's football
As a nationally respected The 54-year-old freelance experience.”
cameraman, McMillin has photojournalist is based in Originally, McMillin was SEE MCMILLIN, PAGE 13
BY JENNY SUE ANCHONDO we had,” he said. that have made me successful are my
. . . However, with all of the excitement of faith in Christ and my work ethic,” he
rom the mailroom in Boise to the television and basketball, he said the said.
sports anchor desk in New York most beneficial aspect of his college years He is also thankful for his wife, Nikki,
L. City, Otis Livinston has proven con-  were the friendships he formed. “I have and his five children. “Nikki believed
sistently to be one of the best at what he people in my life now that have been that I could achieve these things before I
does. there since then,” he said. believed I could achieve these things,”
Livingston, a sports anchor at “That’s comforting to know Livingston said.
WNBC-TV in New York City, that in the world I live in now, I Livingtston has plenty of advice for
graduated from Ul'in 1991 with a still have genuine friends that aspiring sports anchors and broadcast
degree in telecommunication. His care about me and my family.” journalists.
career in sports broadcasting was His first job in television was “Don’t be afraid to move. If you have
a logical step from the Kibbie working at the front desk, securi- your mind set on starting in New York,
Dome court, where he was the ty and mailroom at KTVB-TV, you’re probably setting yourself up for
starting point guard for the NBC’s Boise affiliate. disappointment,” he said.
Vandal basketball team. At KTVB, he was able to turn “There will be times when someone
Livingston’s athletic accom- into an unofficial weekend sports doesn’t like a particular story the way
plishments include All-Big Sky g7s yieston  editor/writer and work on his you did it. Believe in yourself and contin-
First Team, Newcomer of the demo reel. He landed his first ue to do what you feel is right.”
Year and third in the Nation in reporting job three months later in Livingston said the big city it is a
Assists. Rockford, IlI. great place to be. “I love the heartbeat of
He also set the Ul record for assists in After a year and a half, he was ready the city. You can feel it even at 4 o’clock
a game and a season. Livingston was on to move and went to Philadelphia to in the morning when I'm going to work.
the squad, the last UI team to make it to cover the Seventy Sixers, Eagles, Phillies Times Square is always alive.”
the NCAA tournament, along with his and Flyers. He made it to the No. 1 mar- He recently returned from Tokyo with
friend Leonard Perry, now the Ul men’s ket two years later at WOR-TV and now the Yankees and said travel is one of the
basketball coach. works at the No. 1 station in the No. 1 best parts of his job. Writing his own
On campus, Livingston was constant- market, WNBC-TV. material and using his creativity is
ly busy with KUID-TV. He worked on his Confidence has never been a problem another perk.
reporting skills and learned about the for him, as he’s competed in sports his “People are actually interested in
production of newscasts. “I just volun- entire life. “I believe I was blessed with what I have to say about a particular
teered to be the talent for every project talent and opportunity, but the things event. That’s pretty cool,” he said.
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